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The neo-goethic Mariendom cathedraliof Linz, an which planning
commenced in 1855 and which was consecrated in 1924, is the
largest churchiin Austria. Domplatz sauare was itself a muddle in
comparison and might be described as almost “unfinished”, given
that the original idea to free up the entire quadrangle betweer
the streets called Stifter- Hafner-, Baumbach- and Hemenstrasse,
by removing all buildings and creating a park, was not imple-
mented. Instead various interventions stich as privately created
front gardens and the construction of garages led ta'a heteroge-
neous situation, which was unsatisfactory from the point of view
of urban planning and was to be resolved By means of a competi-
tion. The latter was also to include the construction of a hotel and
underground car park as well as the reyitalisation of two existing
barogue buildings on the southwest side of the square.

One of the important fundamental ideas behind the project was
to create a new Urban planning sitlation. Domplatz sauare was.
freed of various developments, and the cross-arid arrangement
of paving hinders the emergence of a dominant directionality se
as to favour a generous, neutral surface that permits a rich vari-
ety of uses: In the area of the existing buildings by Herrengasse
a compact, distinct ensemble With mini-squares and alleys was
created through forging links with the surrounding streets and by

Hotel Domplatz in Linz

Hohensinn Architektur

means of the solitary positioning of the new, hotel; concentrating
the now urbanised Domplatz at the interface to the heart of the
city, a place at the square.

Both barogue houses were returned to original, revitalised and
improved. They now house long-stay apartments, a reéstaurant
and seminar facilities.

The new hotellis a confident, sculptural salitaire building, on the
one hand reacting to the arrangement and vertical extent of
neighbouring buildings and, on the other, offering a response to
the simultaneously delicate and dominant structure of the cathe-
dral. The building *fleats® above the square, its mass dissolving
into 3 concrete fram_ewbrk. whilst its morphology, with felds in
the facade and a profile becoming more slender towards the top,
connects with the form of the cathedral chancel and underlines
the small cormpenent ensemble effect achieved together with the
existing baroque buildings.

A funnel-shaped atrium; lit from above, cuts through the hotel
bullding, thus ruling out narrow. dingy corridars and repeating
the pheme'of transparency and openness in theinterior. The actu-
al rooms are spacioUsand airy, with full-hieight glass walls offering
a sense of close invelvement with the cathedral and immediate
surroundings. Hoherisinn Atchitektur




143

NEUER COM



EE R E O
I PO
]| arsuns s masf i
T T T T P s T




145

suite room
atrium

lift

sauna
steambath
housekeeping
showers
restroom

@A WN S

fourth floor
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Architect: Hohensinn Architektur

Client - Stftung St. Severin, Linz

Location 14200 Linz, Herrenstrasse, Stiiterstrasse, Austria
Gross floor area: 4191m?

Gross volume - 14,87 1m3

Design: 2006

Construction period . 200704.~2008.04

Cost:EUR 12M

Photograph - ©Paul Ott photografiert
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mosaic tiles, seal,
heating screed, film,
tops, slab

staffel,

impregnated and glued
white painted

glued parguet
suspended deck

insulation
curtain rail
sunscreens
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